
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beyond the Surface:  Understanding Bullion 
Authentication   

Sponsored Content from Bullion Authentication Company (BAC Grading) 

A collector buys a 1 oz. gold bar from a trusted dealer.  Everything looks right.  The 
packaging is sealed.  The markings appear correct.  The weight is exactly what it should be. 

So, is it genuine? 

That is the question more collectors and investors are asking.  Counterfeit bullion is no 
longer limited to crude fakes that are easy to spot.  Advances in manufacturing have made 
it possible to produce convincing copies of vintage and modern gold, silver, and other 
precious metal products, sometimes complete with realistic packaging, serial numbers, 
and finishes.   

The good news is that authentication technology has kept pace.  Understanding what 
works, what does not work, and why professional verification matters can help collectors 
make more informed decisions. 

 

 



 
 

Myth #1:  "I Bought It From a Trusted Source - It 
Must Be Genuine." 
Collectors naturally place confidence in reputable dealers and established marketplaces. 
Buying from a trusted source greatly reduces the risk, but it does not eliminate it. 

Counterfeit bullion has entered the secondary market through estate collections, private 
sales, pawn shops, online marketplaces, and even legitimate businesses that unknowingly 
accepted counterfeit pieces. Even a large collection, carefully assembled over many years, 
could unknowingly contain a single counterfeit that was received as a gift or purchased 
from a private seller.  A trusted seller is an important part of the buying process, but the 
bullion itself should still be able to stand on its own. 

Myth #2:  "A Simple Test Can Confirm Authenticity." 
Many collectors use basic tests at home. These tests including checking the weight, 
measuring dimensions, and using an acid test kit or a magnet.  Some assume drilling 
provides a definitive answer, but it only reveals the composition at one location, 
permanently damages the bullion, and may still miss a sophisticated counterfeit.  These 
tests are useful screening tools, but they do not tell the whole story.  For example, a 
counterfeit gold bar with a tungsten core and a thin layer of gold may pass several basic 
tests because tungsten has a density close to gold. 

Professional authentication combines several methods, including precise measurements, 
density calculations, X-ray fluorescence (XRF), conductivity testing, and ultrasonic 
analysis, because no single test can answer every question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Myth #3:  "Original Packaging Guarantees 
Authenticity." 
Sealed packaging and assay cards help protect a product and provide information about its 
origin.  They are valuable, but they are not proof of authenticity.  Counterfeiters have 
become increasingly skilled at reproducing branded holders, labels, and certificates - that 
is why authentication focuses on the bullion itself, not the packaging around it. 

Myth #4:  "Counterfeits Only AƯect High-Dollar 
Items." 
Large gold bars may seem like the obvious targets for counterfeits, but counterfeiters often 
focus on products that are popular and easy to sell.  One-ounce gold bars, government-
issued bullion coins, silver rounds, fractional gold pieces, and many vintage products are 
commonly counterfeited because buyers recognize them and demand remains strong.  
Counterfeits can aƯect bullion at any price point - not just high-value pieces. 

 

 



 
 

Myth #5:  "Authentication Only Matters When 
Buying." 
Authentication remains valuable long after a purchase.  Imagine inheriting a family bullion 
collection - even with receipts and documentation, it can be diƯicult to know exactly what 
is genuine.  

Authentication provides confidence for future sales, insurance and estate planning and 
can also help heirs understand exactly what they have to help make informed decisions.  
Authentication isn’t just about avoiding a bad purchase - it’s about protecting what you 
already own and preserving its value and history for the future. 

Knowledge Builds Confidence 
Counterfeit bullion is not a new problem.  For decades, refiners, dealers, collectors, and 
investors have faced the challenge of verifying precious metals.  What has changed is the 
sophistication of today's counterfeits.  Fortunately, collectors have more tools than ever to 
protect themselves. 

Protecting yourself from counterfeits starts with knowledge, reputable sources, and careful 
evaluation.  But when greater certainty is needed, professional bullion authentication adds 
another layer of protection.  By examining multiple characteristics and using specialized, 
non-destructive testing methods, a bullion authentication company can provide 
documented confidence in the authenticity of a bullion piece. 

About the Author 

Bullion Authentication Company specializes in the authentication, grading, and 
encapsulation of vintage and modern bullion, coins, tokens and medals using multiple 
non-destructive testing methods. Learn more at bacgrading.com. 
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